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Champions For Children Foundation disburses $109,000 to local 
youth for post-secondary education. 

 

OTTAWA, ON –June 28, 2005  – The Champions For Children Foundation announced the 
largest ever dispensation of Dare to Dream bursaries for post-secondary education, totaling $109,000 at 
their annual event last evening. The 2005 funds were awarded among 48 local youth recipients. 
 
 “The Dare to Dream provides educational bursaries for youth in care or those who have been in care of 
the Children’s Aid Society,” explains Zoe Mackenzie, Executive Director of the Champions For Children 
Foundation. “Individual bursaries range from $1,000 to $4,000 and are awarded to those who have 
demonstrated academic ability and are pursuing post-secondary studies.”  
 
The Dare to Dream program, now in its tenth year, has provided financial support to more than 250 
students since its inception and has bestowed a total of $740,000. The 1992 death of a Children’s Aid 
Society of Ottawa worker, David Sleeth, was the catalyst for the development of educational bursaries to 
help Ottawa’s youth. 
 
This year’s guest speaker was Heather Oxford, a former youth in are of the Society and recipient of the 
bursary program. Ms. Oxford said to those in attendance, “Receiving the monetary sponsorship was big, 
but feeling like people believed in me was bigger.” The 25 year-old is a recent graduate from CDI’s dental 
assistant program and has found full-time employment in her field of studies.  
 
Barbara MacKinnon, Executive Director of the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa, adds, “Thanks to 
generous support of donors such as MBNA Canada, Cognos Inc., Bon Appetit Ottawa, the Max Keeping 
Foundation, the David Sleeth Memorial Fund, individual and anonymous donations and the Foundation’s 
tremendously successful, annual Salut! fundraising event at Algonquin College, we are able to assist 
those students who most need help. For many Ottawa-area youth, we are in essence replacing the role of 
parents, who would normally assist their children to pursue their academic dreams.” 
 
The Champions For Children Foundation is committed in supporting the Children’s Aid Society of Ottawa 
by funding programs to help stop the cycle of child abuse and neglect through education, enrichment and 
prevention programs. To donate to the Champions Foundation or for more information please contact Zoe 
Mackenzie at (613) 745-1893. 
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